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/ president’s corner

America experienced a very historical 
and monumental time in history with 
the visit from Pope Francis. I, like the 
rest of America was elated to see him 
on the soil of these United States. The 
Pope’s White House visit and Con-
gressional speech (which he referenc-
es the co-founding president of the 
organization that I lead, Rev. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.) served as a major 
platform for the Pontiff to discuss the 
global priorities that are on his mind 
and heart. Climate Change was a key 
topic that he tackled in a continued 
call for sweeping action. Like Pope 
Francis, I too am concerned about the 
world’s poor.

The proliferation of affordable 
energy—to illuminate, to heat and 

provide accessible transportation—
has changed the world for the better. 
Access to energy remains the great 
divide between those above and below 
the poverty line. For them, and for so 
many others who live in places where 
power outages are the norm, greater 
access to fossil fuels, not less, is the 
salvation they need.

Two nations in particular bear 
this out. Both China and India, the 
world’s most populous countries, are 
leaning heavily on coal to meet their 
electrification goals. Coal, the world’s 
most abundant and affordable source 
of energy, has been absolutely instru-
mental in pulling hundreds of millions 
of people out of crushing poverty.

For these nations, and their 

“DON’T OVERLOOK ENERGY POVERTY”
BY CHARLES STEELE, JR.
SCLC President and CEO

Sept. 22, 2015, the Pope’s visit to the White House 
was attended by several thousand spectators. 

Photo: Jonathan Ernst, Reuters

Pope Francis highlighted climate change, 
immigration while at the White House. 

The Pope says climate change is an urgent 
problem that ‘can no longer be left to a

 future generation.’
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leaders, who deal with the challenge of raising the standard 
of living for their citizens every day, turning away from fossil 
fuels is simply not an option. China, in fact, while investing 
heavily in renewable sources of energy, is now using as much 
coal as the rest of the world combined. India is aiming to 
double its coal production within a decade.

We should be working to provide the poor access to en-
ergy, or at the very least, not stand in their way. While rising 
carbon emissions are a considerable challenge, denying the 
energy-poor what often are the most affordable and reliable 
energy options doesn’t seem like an equitable or productive 
path forward. I agree that we must care about the environ-
ment, but my concern is the transition in which we do it. 

There are lessons here too for our country and our own 
energy policy. While the U.S. may be the world’s wealthiest 
nation, income inequality and poverty are acute and frus-
tratingly stubborn here at home. Unfortunately, I fear, the 
administration’s energy policy may aggravate these transi-
tional problems.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has new reg-
ulations that will make it more difficult and more costly to pro-
duce, transport and use fossil fuels in this country. New rules 
governing carbon emissions from existing power plants and 
new standards for ozone concentrations will all have a consid-
erable impact on the cost of energy—and on the poor. The vast 
majority of studies are clear: those on low and fixed-incomes 
will bear the heaviest burden of higher energy prices.

As a Christian, we want to be good stewards of the plan-
et. This is a noble and Biblically-based goal. In the beginning, 
the Bible teaches us to care for God’s creation. This creation 
includes hundreds of millions of impoverished people who 
live on the margins of the civilization we take for granted. We 
must always seek to balance our environmental priorities with 
the very real human need to access affordable energy. sclc

NOT JUST LIFE-CHANGING.

WORLD-CHANGING.
Loyola is a diverse, dedicated, and passionate Jesuit 
university…a reflection of the city that surrounds 
us. Our foundation, created by St. Ignatius Loyola, 
prepares students to “go forth and set the world 
on fire.” 

Named among the Nation’s Best Colleges by The 
Princeton Review, with SIX Top 20 rankings in 
quality of life, inclusive culture, college library, and 
college newspaper (#4 in the US!)

Visit us in person or at loyno.edu.

In the heart of the Museum District 
713.639.7300 | www.mfah.org
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NBC Newsman Lester Holt Meets 
with SCLC President Charles Steele, Jr.

INTERVIEW BY MAYNARD EATON

It was a signature moment and a sig-
nificant meeting.  It was a salute to 
the civil rights movement by the na-
tion’s top TV newsman.  NBC News-
man Lester Holt, who in June became 
the first African American to ever be 
named the solo anchor of a major net-
work news show, recently traveled to 

most important Black journalist in the 
nation.”

Holt at age 56 has reached the 
pinnacle of his profession after 19 
years with CBS News affiliates in 
New York, Los Angeles and Chicago 
before joining NBC News in 2003.  
It is a highly coveted and prestigious 
position.

“It is a great honor, but also a 
great responsibility,” he says of his new 
primetime position. “I look at where 
I am and according to my mother, 
one day I looked the TV station and 
turned to her and said, ‘Why aren’t 
there any colored people on TV.’ And, 
now I have this job.  I have never iden-
tified race as part of what I do but I am 
mindful of how significant it is, and 
delighted that kids can turn on the TV 
news and say that man looks like me.  
It is really important.  Diversity is crit-
ical to what we do.”

Following his tour of the museum 
exhibits depicting our history of civil 
rights struggles, we sat down for an in-
terview at a lunch counter replicating 
the student sit-in demonstrations that 
began in 1960 in Greensboro, North 
Carolina.

Atlanta to visit The National Center 
for Civil and Human Rights and to 
meet with SCLC President Charles 
Steele, and others.

“He wanted to hear our thoughts 
on the critical civil rights issues of the 
day,” Steele says of his exchange with 
Holt.  “Our meeting wasn’t long but 
it was substantive. It means SCLC 
still has clout and now access to the 

While visiting The National Center for Civil and Human Rights Lester Holt gets a taste of a 
protester’s experience at this simulated lunch counter sit-in.

C O V E R  S T O R Y
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MAYNARD EATON: What has 
the Civil Rights Movement, that you 
are witnessing here, not only meant 
to this, to country but also to the his-
tory-making role that you now play?

LESTER HOLT:  Like all muse-
ums I am looking at the past but as I 
was walking by images of the Birming-
ham church bombings, I am thinking 
about what happened at Mother Em-
manuel’s church in Charleston and it 
kind of rocks you to your core.

You and I are sitting at this lunch 
counter right now.  It is very, very mov-
ing to be here, to know this was in my 
lifetime and to ref lect on where I am 
in my life.  And, I am not here because 
Lester Holt is so special.  I’m here be-
cause so many people blazed the trail 
ahead of me.  I have always honored 
that, but sitting here I am looking at it 
in a far deeper way.

EATON: You are the premier 
anchorman in the nation right now.  
How much does the issue of race 
enter the news that your cover and 
report on every day?  Has race be-
come the central theme in America 
now?

HOLT:  Yes and no.  We keep 
hearing race, race, race but what I see 
when I cover these stories and I pull 
back that curtain, I see a story about 
often about poverty, often rooted in 
lack of opportunity.  And, those things 
are deeper and even harder to solve in 
many ways.  I keep trying to remind 
myself that even in the darkest days, 
even in days like Charleston; there is 
still a general outrage across all people.  
That gives me hope because it says this 
is no longer the norm.  But it is, and I 
think it will be, one of the major sto-
ries that we cover.

EATON: Is the Civil Rights 
Movement a thing of the past or is 
there still a need for it today?

HOLT:  Obviously the toughest 
days of the Civil Rights Movement in 
terms of Black America, we’ve moved 
to a different level now.  I mean it’s 
not over but we are seeing civil rights 

battles being fought on all kinds of 
different levels.  There are LBGT 
issues, women issues.  We are seeing 
more and more opportunity but that’s 
because people continue to wage these 
fights.  There is always another door 
to be opened.

EATON: You have fought your 
way through a lot of doors through-
out your career to now be at the top 
rung of the journalism profession?

HOLT:  I don’t take credit except 
to the extent that I determine and I 
was raised in such a way—it’s no ex-
cuses.  You blaze forward.  If people 
get in your way, they get in your way 
but you do what you can.  I entered this 
business knowing that I wanted to be 
a preeminent journalist.  I wanted to 
be respected as a good storyteller; not 
as a good Black storyteller or a good 
Black journalist.  All you have to do is 
turn on the TV to know what color I 
am. I wanted people to look at me and 
respect me, and when they look at me 
and respect me, than hopefully they 
are looking at other people of color and 
respecting them and understanding 

that we all have potential for greatness 
in whatever path we choose.

EATON: Does the news still 
matter at 6 o’clock in the evening, 
despite the popularity of social me-
dia, and how do you see your role 
in this country as a major media 
figure?

HOLT:  I am a journalist at heart 
and I think the news does matter.  The 
environment is as noisy as it’s ever 
been.  Social media is a great tool but 
it also opens up the door to rumors 
and rudeness.  At the end of the day, 
I think people want to come to a place 
where they can get, ‘Okay, tell me 
what really happened today. How does 
this affect me?  What does this mean?’  
It’s almost a f light to safety—coming 
back to traditional journalism.  So, I 
think we have a vital role that is as vital 
as ever.

My role you ask?  I don’t want 
to get too big for my britches. At the 
end of the day, I am a storyteller.  I 
am not bigger than the news.  The 
news is the most important thing 
that we do. sclc

Lester Holt at an exhibit. Throughout the museum the history of the civil rights movement is 
staged in a series of “black-box theaters” linked by a symbolic gateways.
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The world is a better place because 
Mrs. Amelia Boynton Robinson lived.  
Affectionately known as Mrs. Boynton, 
she is most noted for the work she did in 
spearheading passage of the 1965 Vot-
ing Rights Act which removed most 
of the barriers that prohibited African 
Americans from participating in the 

political process by preventing them 
from registering to vote.  

The role that Mrs. Boynton 
played was both unique and critical 
to passage of the Act. She recruited 
and supported grass root and national 

injured in the course of the struggle.
Although she was an entrepreneur 

who owned and ran several businesses, 
Mrs. Boynton’s main business was the 
business of the movement.  In 1962, 
she invited the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) to 
Selma to assist with the Voting Rights 
Campaign.  After two teams of SNCC 
workers visited Selma and returned to 
the SNCC headquarters in Atlanta, 
convinced that nothing could be done 
there because the white folks were too 
mean and the black folks were too 
scared, I went to Selma and decided 
to take on Selma and responsibility for 
the Voting Rights Campaign there.  

It was Mrs. Boynton who con-
vinced me that Selma had potential for 
a movement.  I had been involved in 
the Nashville Student movement and 
the Freedom Rides.  After I met with 
and spoke to Mrs. Boynton, there was 
no doubt in my mind that a successful 
movement in Selma was possible.  

Mrs. Boynton was tenacious and 

determined to help African Americans 
gain all of the rights of first class cit-
izenship.  Her determination did not 
allow any opposition to stop her.  Even 
when she was physically threatened, 
she never took a step backward.  In 

leadership needed to sustain momen-
tum and achieve the goal.  

She and her husband, Mr. Sam 
Boynton, helped found the Dallas 
County Voters League (DCVL) in 
Selma, Alabama.  The goal of the 
DCVL was to prepare African Amer-
icans for literacy tests they were re-
quired to pass in order to register to 
vote.  To achieve the goal, it organized 
citizens, taught them material they 
were required to know to pass literacy 
tests, and administered practice liter-
acy examinations—all of which was a 
necessary part of the process of quali-
fying them to register to vote. 

Mrs. Boynton had a special love 

for music of all kinds and she had a 
voice for singing.  She believed that 
music played an important role in in-
spiring people in the struggle for jus-
tice and equality and in healing the 
wounded souls of those who had been 

/ from the chairman

A Tribute to  

Amelia Boynton-Robinson
1905-2015

Tabernacle Baptist Church, Selma, Ala., Sat., 
Aug 29: Rev. Bernard LaFayette speaks at 
Amelia Boynton-Robinson’s memorial ser-
vice called “A Celebration of Life.” Memorial 
participants included Ambassador Andrew 
Young, Rep. John Lewis, Rep. Terri Sewell, 
Sen. Hank Sanders, Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
Legal Defense Fund President Sherrilyn Ifill; 
and foot soldiers and voting rights figures 
from across the country.

It’s important that young people know about the struggles we faced to get to the point 
we are today. Only then will they appreciate the hard-won freedom of blacks in this country

— AMELIA BOYNTON-ROBINSON

BY BERNARD LAFAYETTE, JR., SCLC Chairman  
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fact, while marching across the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge in Selma, she was 
clubbed by Alabama State troopers on 
horseback, fell unconscious, and was 
dragged away; however, she returned 
and continued the march from Selma 
to Montgomery.  

She not only made speeches about 
the right to vote, but she was the first 
African American woman to run for 
the U.S. Congress in the State of Al-
abama.  This was another strategy to 
encourage people to get out and vote.  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. responded 
to her call when she invited the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference 
to come to Selma and support the Sel-
ma Voting Rights Campaign.  The po-
tential success of the efforts could not 
be ignored.

In addition to supporting the Vot-
ing Rights Campaign, Mrs. Boynton 
was instrumental in instituting the hot 
lunch program for school children.  
The National School Lunch Program 
supports student nutrition in over 
101,000 schools in America.  In 2013 
the Federal Nutrition Program under-
wrote  5 billion lunches.  This program 
served nearly 31 million students daily.

Because of her self less work on 
behalf of others, Mrs. Boynton was 
recognized and received all over the 
globe as an icon in the American Civil 
rights movement and as a heroin of so-
cial justice.  In January of 2015 she at-
tended the State of the Union Address 
as a special guest of Representative 
Terri Sewell (D) of Alabama.  Presi-
dent Barack Obama personally greeted 
and welcomed her.  

There is a special place in the his-
tory of the Civil Rights Movement and 
the history of the United States for this 
woman.  She left an exemplary model 
for all of us, especially for our young 
people who want to make their mark 
and serve humanity.

The name of a person is some-
times revealing.  The name “Amelia” 
in British English means “industrious.”  
In American English “Amelia” means 
“Defender.”  It is not only the name of 
Mrs. Boynton; it is who and what she 
was—the “Industrious Defender” of 
the people who were oppressed, poor, 
and victimized. sclc

LEFT: Amelia Boynton-Robinson 
was beaten unconscious by police 
officers during a civil rights march 

in Selma on Mar. 7, 1965. 

ABOVE: Selma, Ala, Mar. 7, 2015; U.S. Pres. 
Obama with Amelia Boynton-Robinson to his 
right, participates in a march with civil rights 
movement veterans across the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge. The event came on the 50th 
anniversary of the ‘Bloody Sunday’ march at 
the bridge, where police and state troopers 
beat and used tear gas against peaceful 
marchers who were advocating against racial 
discrimination at the voting booth. 
RIGHT: A  young  Amelia
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ATLANTA—It may not 
be a common thing to think 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, and 
sex-trafficking all in one 
breath—but SCLC First 
Lady/Special Programs Di-
rector Cathelean Steele is 
encouraging folks to do just 
that.

She calls it “Justice for 
Girls”.

A retired public school 
teacher who achieved spe-
cial recognition for her in-
novative history teaching 
approaches in the State of 

Alabama, First Lady Cathelean Steele 
has a passion for mentoring young 
women—and standing for their fu-
ture—that simply will not quit.

This year’s annual SCLC National 

incorporating the human 
rights issue of sex-traffick-
ing at the SCLC.  We can 
make things known, just 
like Dr. King did at Sel-
ma.”Autumn is an under-
graduate at Georgia State 
University who has been a 
lead student coordinator at 
the SCLC.

Working with young 
women to build their lead-
ership skills, and to em-
power/mentor those young 
girls and teenagers young-
er than themselves, First 
Lady Steele is focused on 
preventing sex-trafficking 

through a combination of awareness 
education, self-esteem building, and 
youth role models.

“I know the difference young 
women and even young girls can  make 

Convention in Baton Rouge put that 
passion and commitment on display 
at the Women’s Empowerment Lun-
cheon—through the speeches of several 
young women who have been partici-
pating with and being youth champions 
for SCLC’s “Justice for Girls” initiative.

“Education is key,” emphasized 
Ms. Taylor Bulls, an undergraduate at 
Tuskegee University, and a “Justice for 
Girls” youth ambassador.  “I didn’t un-
derstand the big picture of sex-traffick-
ing, until I met First Lady Steele.  I had 
to go do my own research.”

Seeing the sex-trafficking of young 
girls and women as a continuation of 
the civil rights—and human rights—
work of Dr. King’s organization, Ms. 
Autumn Smith added, “We are the new 
generation of leaders, and we are going 
to continue that fight. That means 

57th Annual Convention HIGHLIGHTS

WOMEN AND JUSTICE FOR GIRLS

“Justice for Girls” Youth Ambassador Tay-
lor Bull speaking to SCLC attendees at the 
Women’s Empowerment Luncheon. Photo: 
Ann Ragland

Lead student coordinator for SCLC, Autumn 
Smith, relates personal experience for  “Jus-
tice for Girls”. Photo: Ann Ragland

Story by CARRIE L. WILLIAMS, CEO, S.E. Region News

/ first lady’s corner

SCLC’s ‘Justice for Girls’ star pupils and their special teacher

Cathelean Steele, SCLC First Lady/Special Programs Director, and Asia 
Newsom. Photo: Ann Ragland
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if they are given the tools of leadership 
and empowerment.  My goal is to in-
still a sense of leadership in those who 
participate in the ‘Justice For Girls’ ini-
tiative.  This aspect of the initiative is 
not about SCLC.  I am committed to 
focusing on fostering good leaders—for 
right now and for the future.”  

And there is one leadership aspect 
in particular she focuses on:  the ability 
to speak well in public.

“If I can support them 
in developing their ability 
to speak well,” the veteran 
SCLC leader and moth-
er/grandmother explained, 
“then they will have the tool 
Dr. King had, and other great 
leaders have: the ability to 
empower others, and to have 
confidence in themselves.”

First Lady Steele has a 
keen eye and ear for recogniz-
ing that gift, and was quick to 
request Ms. Asia Newson—
he “Super Business Girl”—to 
accept a special award and 
give words of inspiration at the Baton 
Rouge Empowerment Luncheon.

Having met First Lady Steele 
when she spoke at an association meet-
ing in Chicago, the 12-year old dyna-
mo and her family have stayed in touch 
with Ms. Steele ever since.

“Mrs. Steele was very kind, and 
very poised,” reminisced the “kidpre-
neur”, who has an online store and 

Chair of Alabama State University of-
fered Asia scholarships.

“I was very happy in the moment,” 
shared the wiser-than-her-years mid-
dle schooler, “but I didn’t see it as a 
big deal.  Then, afterwards, I realized 
how really fortunate I was, to be given 
the four-year scholarship to Tennessee 
State University—and how many other 
people were deserving of that scholar-
ship.  I understand now just how great 
an opportunity it is for me. “

Dr. Stewart’s offer of free tuition 
during the summers for drama and 
music classes at Alabama State Uni-
versity really excited Asia.  “I sing in 
the choir at my school, and I’ve already 
done some commercials, so I’m look-
ing forward to going to Dr. Stewart’s 
Arts School.”

Another “Justice for Girls” youth 
ambassador also participated in the 
Empowerment Luncheon:  Ms. Jade 
Cummings.  A 14-year old Honor Roll 
ninth grader at Grady High School,  
Jade performed a “Still I Rise” poem 
as her Convention contribution, and 
had recited a “Phenomenal Women” 
poem at 7th annual 2015 Women of 
Distinction Empowerment Luncheon 
held in Atlanta.  

“Collectively, these young women 
are already striving to be great leaders,” 
pointed out First Lady Steele.  “It is my 
prayer that, as leaders, they will influ-
ence untold numbers of young girls and 
women to be more like them.”

“I hold myself to a higher standard, 
because of my role as a Youth Ambas-
sador with ‘Justice for Girls’,” shared 
Taylor Bulls, who intends to become 
an Army Doctor in Obstetrics and Gy-
necology.  “I can’t act at the standard 
level.  SCLC is changing—it’s push-
ing towards a new generation, a young 
generation.  

“The Convention took us another 
step forward. I want to be there, to go 
the next step forward.” sclc

helps other youth to be entrepreneurs 
through her public speaking. 

“She [Mrs. Steele] is a great ex-
ample, and she taught me a lot of 
stuff, especially about sex-trafficking.  
I want the young girls that I teach to 
know about it.  And I want the girls 
who might be in sex-trafficking, or 
who are now out of it, to never give 
up.  I want them to stay strong—pain 

is temporary.  I want to inspire them 
to move on, and forget the past.  And 
I want to encourage fathers to stay in 
their daughters’ lives.”

Receiving the Youth Entrepreneur 
Award, the acceptance speech that Asia 
gave at the Luncheon received a roar-
ing standing ovation.  On the spot, 
Dr. Glenda Baskin Glover, President 
of Tennessee State University, and Dr. 
Tonea Stewart/Performing Arts Dept 

Asia Newsom, with her mother (left) and Dr. Glenda Baskin Glover (right) , Tenn. State Univ. 
President.  Photo: Ann Ragland

Jada Cummings’ inspiring recitation with the support of 
Cathelean Steele. Photo: Ann Ragland

Check out Asia Newsom’s website www.superbusinessgirl.com

To learn more about Justice for Girls, or 
to receive a briefing package, contact: 

First Lady Cathelean Steele
Special Program Director

“Justice for Girls” Initiative
404-522-1420

cathelean@nationalsclc.org
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Any honest appraisal 
of the social, political, 

and economic landscape of 
contemporary America will 

inevitably reveal an abun-
dance of crises. Police of-
ficers are killing young 
Black men and women 
at alarming rates, the al-
ready enormous gulf be-

tween the wealthy and the 
poor has grown dramatically, 

and numerous military conflicts ex-
plode across the globe in unison. More 
tragically, viable solutions to these ills 
appear distant, if not nonexistent. 

In times such as these the histori-
cal record emerges as an indispensable 
resource and intellectual reserve for 
people of conscience to begin the diffi-
cult task of mapping new routes out of 
the wilderness. In his 1968 appeal to a 
troubled nation Where Do We Go From 
Here: Chaos or Community? South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference 
founder and spiritual revolutionary Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. confronted a 
similar challenge. 

More than a decade after the 
Montgomery bus boycott, and three 
years after the passage of the land-
mark Voting Rights Act of 1965, King 
observed a country infected with the 

from Georgia, Alabama, New York, 
California, Louisiana, and Texas. The 
NGLC aims to carry forward King’s 
legacy through a steadfast commit-
ment to the principles of nonviolent 
social change, civil and human rights. 
NGLC plans to make changes in the 
community through Nonviolence, 
Advocacy, Community Action, and 
Campaigning. 

SCLC, NGLC is the breath of 
fresh air for the SCLC. We want to be 
able to “bridge the gap” between the 
older and younger generations in re-
gards to the issues of today and how 
to have a nonviolent, thought-out- ap-
proach to addressing them. 

We asked one of our council 
members how she felt about being a 
part of the NGLC and this is what 
Ms. Danielle Lowe, a social worker, 
from California had to say.

“It is hard to put into words what 
SCLC means to me as there is so much 
it represents. This weekend was such an 
amazing experience. I was so humbled to 
be in the presence of such greatness. Liv-
ing in Los Angeles there is such a discon-
nect from our culture, and being there this 
weekend made me feel that I was a part 
of something so much bigger than myself. 
After taking that pledge, I internalized 
the responsibility I have to the SCLC and 

plagues of housing discrimination, 
soul-crushing poverty, imperial lust, 
and white supremacy. “In the days 
ahead we must not consider it unpa-
triotic to raise certain basic questions 
about our national character,” King 
contended.

He went on to ask “why are there 
forty million poor people in a nation 
overf lowing with unbelievable aff lu-
ence,” and “why has our nation placed 
itself in the position of being God’s 
military agent on earth, and inter-
vened recklessly in Vietnam and the 
Dominican Republic?” 

It would be the height naiveté to 
assume that these words were solely 
directed at his contemporaries in 1968. 
Far from mere rhetoric, these words 
constituted a call to action for all gen-
erations that would come after his 
tragic assassination. As the question 
mark that punctuates the book’s title 
implies, the survival of King’s vision to 
inaugurate a “radical restructuring of 
the architecture of American society,” 
weighs heavily on tenacity of spirit 
and struggle brought forth by today’s 
young adults.

It is in service to these ideals that 
the SCLC Next Generation Leader-
ship Council (NGLC) was formed. 
Consisting of bright leaders hailing 

SCLC NEXT GENERATION LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
Carrying the Torch Through the Chaos Into the Community

BY TAYLOR BULLS and XAVIER BEST
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NGLC made huge connections with 2016 Democratic Presidential Nominee Bernie Sanders (center); his wife (front, center); Jane O’Meara 
Sanders; and Victoria Lynn Rowell, actress, writer, producer, and dancer.

its mission to the community. It made me 
realize how much I have taken for grant-
ed everything that was done for me. I left 
charged with the task of learning, spread-
ing, and building. I have to take what 
I am doing to the next level in order for 
the message/vision to be spread. I have to 
create the community I had this weekend 
here in California. 

I go to a piece from Paulo Friere: 
.... pedagogy of the oppressed, a pedago-
gy which must be forged with, not for, the 
oppressed (whether individuals or groups) 
in the incessant struggle to regain their 
humanity. This pedagogy makes oppres-
sion and its causes of reflection by the op-
pressed, and from that reflection will come 
their necessary engagement in the struggle 
for liberation. And in this struggle this 
pedagogy will be made and remade.

 The central problem is this: how can 
the oppressed, as divided, unauthentic be-
ings, participate in developing a pedagogy 
for their liberation? Only as they discover 
themselves to be the “ hosts” of the oppres-
sors can they contribute to the midwifery 
of their liberating pedagogy. As long as 
they live in the duality in which to be is to 
be like, and to be like is to be like the op-
pressor, this contribution is an instrument 
to their critical discovery that both they 
and their oppressors are manifestations of 
dehumanization. 

members down. Many of the members 
are actual relatives of SCLC mem-
bers. When you are family members of 
some of the most influential key play-
ers of the Civil Rights movement you 
understand the calling upon your life 
and you also realize that you have an 
even higher standard set upon you. 

One of our council members is 
the granddaughter of Rev. Darryl 
Gray. She is Ms. Jadyn Gray-Hough. 
Jadyn says that “When I was first told 
about NGLC by my grandfather, Rever-
end Darryl Gray, I was excited, hesitant, 
anxious, and mostly unsure of what to 
expect. I didn’t understand what the for-
mat was going to be or even the purpose. 
The whole idea of this Next Generation 
Leadership Council confused me, and yet 
it intrigued me. I had heard of the parent 
entity, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, of course, but that didn’t nec-
essarily mean that’s what this new entity 
for the younger generation was going to 
be. They continuously said we primar-
ily there to “bridge the gap” between the 
older and younger generations in regards 
to the issues of today and how to have a 
nonviolent, thought-out approach to ad-
dressing them. NGLC was to be the new 
face of this well-known and well-estab-
lished organization. On the most basic 
level of its already developing resume of 

Paulo was considered very radical 
in his thinking, but he was very in line 
with what I will be charged with, and 
what King is charging me with. I have to 
understand that to be is to be like, and to 
be like is to be like the oppressor. I have to 
walk in a way that is not learned nor like 
the oppression we will be fighting, but it 
is to learn and be different from what has 
been learned by the oppressor. I must walk 
in a new like, and bring those around 
me in that same light. We cannot become 
what it is we are fighting, we must not 
become what it is we hate. We have to en-
sure the ultimate goal is that we are all 
liberated in a way in which we are truly 
free of what oppression has lead us all to 
become.

 SCLC, NGLC, this whole week-
end, has opened my spirit, and has giv-
ing me/my life significant meaning. I am 
humbled, and a willing worker in a way 
that I was not prior to becoming a mem-
ber. I am honored to walk in the footsteps 
of those before me, to carry on and build 
their legacy.”

NGLC wants to be that force of 
change. We understand the pressure 
that is upon us to be the Next Gen-
eration of Leaders for the SCLC. We 
have a standard that we have to follow. 
SCLC and NGLC is a family and with 
being a family you can’t let your family 

Continued on p.25.
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WASHINGTON—Aug. 8, 2015, as 
the nation marks the 50th anniversa-
ry of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
civil rights groups and leaders, union 
representatives, elected officials, and 
citizens gathered at the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Memorial on the National 
Mall in Washington, D.C. to address 
the threats to voting rights today.

“We stand here today with two 
missions: To celebrate the signing of 
the 1965 Voting Rights Act, and to re-
commit ourselves to making sure that 
the victory won 50 years ago will not 
be wiped away by a Supreme Court 
that has shown us supreme disrespect 
by gutting a key section of the Vot-
ing Rights Act,” said Charles Steele, 
Jr., president and CEO of the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), which co-sponsored the rally. 
“The illegitimate reason for this action 
is that it’s all about politics…where 
people figure if they can suppress 10 to 
15 percent of the Black vote, they can 
steal an election.”

Section 4 gave the voting law teeth; 
it provided an objective measure for 
discriminatory practices, and f lagged 
the states that had discriminated 

times the national average, according 
to the Brennan Center. States with 
a Republican majority in the state 
house are also closing polling loca-
tions, chipping away at early voting, 
and redrawing district lines to dilute 
the voting power in communities of 
color.

Two 2016 Democratic presiden-
tial candidates were present at Thurs-
day’s rally in the shadow of the King 
Memorial on the Mall, and both ex-
pressed strong disapproval of this cur-
rent state of affairs.

“Anybody who is suppressing the 
vote, anybody who is intentionally try-
ing to keep people from voting – be-
cause that candidate knows that people 
will vote against him or her—that per-
son is a political coward,” said Senator 
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.). “That person is 
undermining American democracy.”

Democratic candidate Willie 
Wilson, a Chicago businessman, talk-
ed about the difficulty of long-shot 
candidate participating in the political 
process.

“I am a product of the Voting 
Rights Act and an example of what 
happens when that right is gained,” he 

against Black voters. Section 5 man-
dated that these f lagged states could 
not change voting procedures without 
first clearing the proposed changes 
with the U.S. Justice Department or 
a federal judge in Washington. The 
states could be exempted from such 
requirements upon proving they no 
longer discriminated.

Two years ago, in a 5-4 vote, the 
Supreme Court found Sections 4 and 
5 unconstitutional. The conservative 
majority ruled that the measure, based 
on practices and data from the 1960s, 
was no longer relevant in today’s racial 
and political climate.

Two hours after the ruling, the 
Texas attorney general authorized a 
voter ID law that the Justice Depart-
ment had previously blocked as a civ-
il rights violation. According to the 
Brennan Center for Justice at New 
York University School of Law, 22 
states passed new voting restrictions in 
time for the 2014 midterm elections.

Voting faces other challenges as 
well. Thanks to felony disenfran-
chisement laws, 6 million Americans 
cannot vote—13 percent of Black 
men fall into this gap, which is seven 

VOTING RIGHTS THREATENED AS “VOTING RIGHTS ACT” TURNS 50
BY JAZELLE HUNT

NNPA, Washington Correspondent

We stand here today with two missions: 
To celebrate the signing of the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act, and to recommit ourselves 
to making sure that the victory won 
50 years ago will not be wiped away 
by a Supreme Court that has shown 
us supreme disrespect by gutting a key 
section of the Voting Rights Act.”

— SCLC PRES. CHARLES STEELE, JR.

Anybody who is suppressing the vote, 
anybody who is intentionally trying 
to keep people from voting – because 
that candidate knows that people will 
vote against him or her—that person 
is a political coward. “That person is 
undermining American democracy.”

— SEN. BERNIE SANDERS (I-VT)
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stated, sharing his life story as a young 
sharecropper with a seventh-grade ed-
ucation turned international business-
man, among other successes.

“When I ran for mayor of Chica-
go…it cost me more than $200,000 
just to get on the ballot. When I fi-
nally got on…50,000 people, my sup-
porters were told they weren’t on the 
[registered voter] roll. When I am de-
nied, you are denied.”Democratic can-
didate Hillary Clinton sent her regards 
via letter, which was read aloud. Her 
platform on voting rights included de-
claring Election Day a federal holiday; 
restoring voting rights to people with 
criminal records; and automatic, uni-
versal voter registration at 18 years old.

No Republican candidates attend-
ed the event.“I’m a little concerned 
today because…we sent invitations to 
every presidential candidate. Not one 
Republican candidate has chosen to 
show up. I don’t know of one major 
outlet reporting of the Voting Rights 
anniversary today, as if we do not have 
a problem,” said Martin Luther King 
III. “So I have mixed feelings today, 
and whenever I come to this site I’m 
reminded that the work is not done.”

This year marks several ma-
jor anniversaries in the struggle for 
Black rights, including the 150th 

Rights Amendment Act seeks to re-
store Sections and 4 and 5 with a new 
measure based on more recent vot-
er suppression practices and data. 
The Voting Rights Advancement 
Act, sponsored by Rep. Terri Sewell 
(D-Ala.) in the House, does this and 
more, expanding the reach and protec-
tions of the original law.

“We have one of the lowest voter 
turnouts in the world. We should be 
trying to figure out how to increase 
voter turnout, not reducing the low 
numbers we already have,” Steele said.

“Let’s not forget how we got to 
this point. Not only was blood shed on 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, 
Ala., some people actually gave their 
lives…. But they wouldn’t let nobody 
turn them around. And we ain’t gonna 
let nobody turn us around.” sclc

JAZELLE HUNT, a Washing-
ton correspondent for the 
National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (NNPA) 
News Service, recently com-
pleted week-long training at 
the University of Southern 
California as one of 14 jour-

nalists awarded a 2014 National Health Fellow-
ship. Hunt, a Howard University graduate who 
has been employed by the NNPA News Service 
since last year.

anniversary of emancipation, the 50th 
anniversary of the Watts riots, and the 
50th anniversary of Bloody Sunday In 
Selma, Ala., which helped make the 
Voting Rights Act a reality. This week 
the NAACP kicked off its historic, 
860-mile “America’s Journey for Jus-
tice” relay march from Selma, Ala. to 
Washington, D.C.

“We have to march in 2015 be-
cause the Voting Rights Act will not 
be restored any other way. This march 
is a demonstration that’s tied to edu-
cation and legislation, not commemo-
ration,” said Cornell Brooks, president 
and CEO of the NAACP. “They dec-
imated the most effective part of the 
most effective civil rights legislation. 
This constitutes a desecration of the 
memory of our forebears.”Noted activ-
ist and comedian Dick Gregory spoke 
at length on voting rights, his activism, 
and the perils of American racism.

“We built everything, now we’re 
going to ask them for some bull----? 
They reduced us, and we believed it,” 
he said. “I wouldn’t be here now had I 
not seen people willing to die for this 
Voting Rights Act. We still have that 
same power.”

Two bills aimed at repairing the 
damage by the Supreme Court are 
pending in Congress. The Voting 

Washington, Aug. 8, 2015: (Above) As the nation marks the 50th anniversary 
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, civil rights groups and leaders, union 
representatives, elected officials, and citizens gathered at the MLK, Jr. Memorial 
on the National Mall to address the threats to voting rights today. (Right) Sen. 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT) addresses the attendees.
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BATON ROUGE—It was a scene 
that a young, militant Benjamin F. 
Chavis, Jr. could not have envisioned 
30 years ago. Last week, at the na-
tional convention of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) here, Chavis was partici-
pating on panel about reforming the 
criminal justice system with, among 
others, Mark V. Holden, the senior 
vice president and general counsel of 
Koch Industries, Inc.

The company is owned primarily 
by Charles and David Koch, billion-
aire brothers known for their strong 
libertarian views, their major dona-
tions to ultra-conservative causes and 
opposing President Obama’s major 
initiatives.

In fact, a major profile of the two 
brothers, the New Yorker observed, “In 
Washington, [David H.] Koch is best 
known as part of a family 
that has repeatedly fund-
ed stealth attacks on the 
federal government, and 
on the Obama Adminis-
tration in particular.

“With his brother 
Charles, who is seven-
ty-four, David Koch 
owns virtually all of Koch Industries, 
a conglomerate, headquartered in 
Wichita, Kansas, whose annual rev-
enues are estimated to be a hundred 
billion dollars.” 

The article stated, “Indeed, the 
brothers have funded opposition 
campaigns against so many Obama 
Administration policies—from 
health-care reform to the economic-
stimulus program—that, in political 
circles, their ideological network is 
known as the Kochtopus.” 

According to the Associated Press, 
“With a fortune estimated at $41 bil-
lion each, Charles and David tie for 
fourth on Forbes’ list of the richest 

Americans, and tie for sixth on Forbes’ 
worldwide billionaires list.”

In the strangest of bedfellows, 
representatives of Koch Industry and 
Chavis, who served a little more than 
four years of a 34-year sentence for 
conspiracy and arson in the 1970s as 
leader of the Wilmington Ten (the 
charges were thrown out on appeal 
for prosecutorial misconduct) and now 
president and CEO of the National 

Newspaper Publishers Association 
(NNPA), are working together on re-
forming the criminal justice system. 

That irony is not lost on Chavis.
“Thirty years ago, I probably 

would have been one of the ones ques-
tioning my leaders on why it would be 
necessary to sit with conservatives,” 
Chavis stated. “But over the years, I’ve 
matured.”

He has matured to the point 
where his focus is on results, not rhet-
oric, Chavis said. 

“For me to sit on the stage with 
the general counsel of Koch Industries, 
I think, was providential and very fit-
ting because this is the one company 

that appears to be serious about crimi-
nal justice reform,” Chavis said. 

He said criminal justice reform 
should be broad-based and include 
everything from racial profiling to 
disparate sentencing and prosecutorial 
misconduct.

Chavis said, “I don’t think you’re 
going to be able to reform the criminal 
justice system with rhetoric. A lot of 
people over the last several years have 

talked about criminal 
justice reform, but ha-
ven’t put up any money 
and haven’t done any-
thing that will create a 
bi-partisan coalition to 
make it happen.” 

Holden, the general 
counsel for Koch Indus-

tries, said the company has been work-
ing on criminal justice reform for the 
past 12 years. 

“It would be short-sighted for us 
as a company to just say, ‘Hey, some-
one made a mistake in the past – don’t 
even bother applying,’” Holden told 
the SCLC delegates. “You would miss 
out on a lot of talent, opportunities, 
and people who could do great things 
for our company.” 

He said, “Charles Koch [the 
chairman of the board of Koch Indus-
tries] has already made it clear that this 
is his key priority this year. Whether 
this happens or not, we don’t control 
that—it’s up to Congress.”

Conservative Koch Brothers 
Making Inroads into Black America 

According to the Associated 
Press, “With a fortune esti-
mated at $41 billion each, 
Charles and David tie for 
fourth on Forbes’ list of the 
richest Americans, and tie for 
sixth on Forbes’ worldwide 
billionaires list.”

Reversing overcriminalization and 
mass  incarceration will improve 

societal well-being in many respects, 
most notably by decreasing poverty.”

BY GEORGE E. CURRY, NNPA Editor-in-Chief



www.nationalsclc.org FALL 2015 / SCLC Magazine           19

SCQ1  © 2014 Direct Checks Unlimited Sales, Inc. 

#1 for Checks Direct®

www.ChecksUnlimited.com
1-800-565-8332\

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Checks Unlimited

pays tribute to

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s

powerful legacy of 

peace and unity.

S14=SCQ1_Layout 1  11/14/13  3:15 PM  Page 1



20 SCLC Magazine / FALL 2015 www.nationalsclc.org

In a Politico column co-authored 
by Holden and Charles K. Koch, they 
wrote: “Reversing overcriminalization 
and mass incarceration will improve 
societal well-being in many respects, 
most notably by decreasing poverty. 
Today, approximately 50 million peo-
ple (about 14 percent of the popula-
tion) are at or below the U.S. poverty 
rate. Fixing our criminal system could 
reduce the overall poverty rate as much 
as 30 percent, dramatically improving 
the quality of life throughout soci-
ety—especially for the disadvantaged.” 

They added, “To bring about such 
a transformation, we must all set aside 
partisan politics and collaborate on 
solutions.”

For many, however, the Koch 
name has come to epitomize partisan 
politics. 

The Washington Post reported, 
“The filings show that the network 
of politically active nonprofit groups 
backed by the Kochs and fellow do-
nors in the 2012 elections financially 
outpaced other independent groups 
on the right and, on its own, matched 
the long-established national coali-
tion of labor unions that serves as one 
of the biggest sources of support for 
Democrats. 

“The resources and the breadth 
of the organization make it singular 
in American politics: an operation 
conducted outside the campaign 
finance system, employing an ar-
ray of groups aimed at stopping 
what its financiers view as govern-
ment overreach. Members of the 
coalition target different constitu-
encies but together have mounted 
attacks on the new health-care law, 

College, said, “Now more than ever, 
it has become clear that organizations 
that take this sort of money are poor 
substitutes for the groups that sus-
tained Black people throughout the le-
gal revolution to dismantle segregation 
in the U.S.” 

Harris added, “One has to look 
at the ways that the Koch agenda un-
dermines our battles to fight against 
structural racism, and the contempo-
rary manifestations of white suprema-
cy. Their track record across the board 
is horrific on these matters.

“They are bad news for poor peo-
ple, for unions, for people locked in the 

federal spending and environmental 
regulations.” 

Despite their right-wing politics, 
the Koch brothers have been making 
inroads into Black America. They do-
nated $25 million to the United Negro 
College Fund, a move that was round-
ly criticized by some and applauded 
by others. Georgia-Pacific, a Koch 
subsidiary, has been a longtime sup-
porter of SCLC, and Benjamin Cha-
vis has signaled his intention to enlist 
Koch Industries to advertise in Black 
newspapers. 

Luke Charles Harris, an assistant 
political science professor at Vassar 

Benjamin Chavis participated 
on a panel about reforming 
the criminal justice system 
with, among others, Mark 
V. Holden, the senior vice 

president and general 
counsel of Koch Industries. 

Chavis interviewed  by NBTV 
after the panel discussion.



www.nationalsclc.org FALL 2015 / SCLC Magazine           21

bottom of the economy, and for voters who want to exercise 
their right to weigh in in an important way on the issues that 
genuinely affect them.”

Chavis acknowledges the Koch brothers conservative 
politics, but sees working together on criminal justice reform 
as an opportunity to influence them.

“I believe as a result of this movement that’s now emerg-
ing for criminal justice reform, I think that there’s an op-
portunity to have a discussion with the Koch brothers about 
their politics,” Chavis said. “If you want to change America, 
we have got to have an inclusive discussion, not an exclusive 
discussion. Am I saying there’s the potential to have a pro-
gressive dialog with the Koch brothers? I believe the answer 
is yes.” 

But Harris believes Chavis is being naïve.
“The Koch brothers already know what progressive 

Black folk think,” he said. “And they have spent countless 
millions of dollars establishing and fueling an agenda that 
essentially reverses the imperatives that Dr. King gave his 
life for: imperatives like the right to a fare wage, and the 
right to vote.” 

Patrick Delices, a Pan-African scholar and professor at 
Hunter College in New York City, said he understands Cha-
vis’ frustration with slow rate of Black economic progress. 

“Historically and currently, the reality is that liberals 
at the corporate executive level and the political leadership 
level have failed to advance considerably the economics, pol-
itics, and culture of Black folk. Thus, it is in our best interest 
to engage with other people and groups who can perhaps 
offer to us a better deal,” he stated. 

“With that said, it is up to us to have a clear understand-
ing that when we meet, negotiate, and engage in a business/
political transaction with other people our interest/empow-
erment must come first, not the needs of other people.” 

Regardless of what his critics believe, Chavis is con-
vinced that he is taking the correct path to being effective.

“To my progressive brothers and sisters, I would say 
come and join me in getting the brothers and sisters out of 
prison,” he pleaded. “Let’s get the question of prosecutorial 
misconduct resolved. Come join me. Let’s not just wait until 
the next incident of police brutality happens. Come join me, 
let’s reform the whole system.” sclc

GEORGE E. CURRY is editor-in-chief of 
the National Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation News Service. Curry, former 
editor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, also 
writes a weekly syndicated column for 
NNPA, a federation of more than 200 Af-
rican-American newspapers. Curry, who 
served as editor-in-chief of the NNPA 
News Service from 2001 until 2007, re-

turned to lead the news service for a second time on April 2, 
2012. www.georgcurry.com
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Come Too Far To Turn Back Now”… 
We’ve come too far, over too many 
years—together—to turn back now.  

The shared commitment, the 
shared vision, the shared work…It 
meant the world to me to see my fa-
ther remembered and appreciated.   It 

meant the world to me, to be asked to 
share my story.  I have a great respect 
for the SCLC.  

I have an assistant, in her 50’s… 
she initially, when I received the in-
vitation, she tried to be a gatekeep-
er for me, because I had taken on so 

Offering a nostalgic presence at the 
Convention opening evening, Luci 
Baines Johnson delivered heart-felt 
remarks for the SCLC award she ac-
cepted posthumously in honor of her 
father, President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
and his role in the historic passage of 
the 1965 Voting Rights Act.

Below is an interview with Luci 
Baines Johnson directly following 
her remarks at the Convention with 
National Communications Director 
Maynard Eaton. Ms. Johnson said 
she preferred to be called by her first 
name:

MAYNARD EATON: What did 
tonight mean to you? You working 
with the SCLC, given what’s 
happening to the Voting Rights Act 
now….

LUCI BAINES JOHNSON: It 
was like a homecoming with kindred folks.  
The theme of the convention, “We’ve 

An Unforgettable Moment in Time  
Luci Baines Johnson reflects on shared journey with SCLC.

An unforgettable, poignant moment of the SCLC 57th Annual Convention 
was an unprecedented award presentation by SCLC Pres. Charles Steele 

to Luci Baines Johnson. It was SCLC’s first ever Civil Rights Legacy 
Award in honor of her late father, former-U.S. Pres. Lyndon B. Johnson.

Luci Baines Johnson
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much.   She was hopeful I would give 
myself a break. But when she read 
about SCLC… she understood.   She 
came to me and said, ‘No wonder you 
couldn’t do anything except say yes.   
You’ve shared too much, you’ve cared 
too much, your father and Dr. King 
and Dr. Abernathy worked too hard.’ 
Of course that’s what this whole story 
is all about.”

EATON: And you’ve carried on 
your father’s legacy in this regard. 
So now that the Voting Rights Act, 
because of the Supreme Court Sec-
tion 4 decision, seems to be in jeop-
ardy, does this impact you given 
what your dad did?

LUCI:  When I heard the Supreme 
Court’s decision, I cried, as did so many 
of us who had worked so hard, cared so 
much about the passage of the Voting 
Rights Act.  Indeed, it made me fear that 
all that we have struggled for might be 
reduced, again, to the days of Jim Crow 
laws, and the poll tax.  

And indeed, before the ink was 
dry, states like my own, were putting 
in impediments to folks to vote, like 
government-issued ID’s that blatantly 
discriminate against the urban poor 
and the rural elderly, in ways that are 
just so tragic.   We live in a country 
where we do not vote like our next 
door neighbor, Canada, where over 
70% of the people participate in every 
electoral process.

So, yes, I am eternally grateful to 
SCLC for remembering how much he 
cared and how hard he tried—and, 
to be able to come back here and talk 
about our shared journey, our share vi-
sion, our shared commitment, is some-
thing that I will treasure always.

EATON:  The Civil Rights Move-
ment, you think, as we speak, is 
it still needed today? Is SCLC still 
needed, as we speak today?

LUCI: Oh yes, their commitment 
to nonviolence, their commitment to 
trying to bringing people together, 
their commitment to getting all of us 
to participate in civic America —doing 
our duty to those who have less than we 
do—to try to reduce poverty, increase 
education, participation in civic rights 
at all levels, including the electoral pro-
cess—they are all a part of the SCLC 
tradition and mission, and they are cer-
tainly a part of Lyndon B. Johnson and 
who and what he was all about. sclc

We should be all about trying to 
get our people to vote, to the polls, not 
trying to restrict them from voting, 
and having a chance to be a part of the 
electoral process.

EATON: Do you think your fa-
ther’s impact and political giving is 
appreciated enough, or has it dissi-
pated over time?  It’s a major thing 
that he did.

LUCI: Well, one thing I know 
for sure, is the Voting Rights legisla-
tion of the 1960’s is not the work of 
any single individual.  Yes, it was very 
much Lyndon Johnson’s passionate 
dream, as it was Dr. King’s, or Dr. 
Abernathy’s—or a jillion other heroes 
in the Civil Rights Movement whose 
names are not known at all. It took lots 
of us—black and white, Protestant and 
Catholic and Jew, Democrats and Re-
publicans—it took all of us.  And there 
should be more than enough credit to 
go around.

President Lyndon Baines 
Johnson and Luci cutting 
her 17th birthday cake.

Dec. 3, 1963, 
MLK, Jr. meets with 

President Lyndon  
Baines Johnson.
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“Deep in my heart, I do believe that we shall overcome 
someday: This is the refrain that guided the hearts and 
hands and voices of the ‘60s generation. 

“There were four great laws, each building upon the 
other. The 1964 Civil Rights Bill, also known as the Public 
Accommodations Act, ensured that people of color could use 
the same water fountains, toilets, public transport and seats 
in restaurants and hotels as white people.

The 1965 Voting Rights Act ensured people of color 
the right to vote. The 1968 Fair Housing Act made it pos-
sible for people of color and all religions to be able to buy a 
house where they could afford to. The 1968 Immigration 
Act eliminated racial and ethnic quotas…

“My father, President Lyndon Baines Johnson, signed 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act on my 17th birthday. The only 
handwritten note I have from my father was his birthday 
letter written at 12:10 p.m. that day. Daddy didn’t have time 
to go to the pharmacy to buy a Hallmark card. At 6 p.m., he 
was signing a bill into law that would liberate my genera-
tion from the shackles of legalized apartheid. It was the best 
birthday present anyone could ever receive. 

I was on “Daddy duty” on August 6, 1965, and stood 
behind him in the Rotunda as he signed the Voting Rights 
Act into law. That day he taught me not only about the 

Lessons from my Father, LBJ
Excerpts from Luci Baines Johnson’s “Lessons from my father LBJ,” 

Opinion Section, CNN, Tuesday, April 8, 2014

justice of the act; he taught me the importance of his favorite 
biblical passage, “Come, let us reason together.”

These lessons of social justice have changed our country 
forever, for the better, although their work is far from done. 
The lessons of coming and reasoning together remain a cry 
we need to answer now more than ever.

It was all so very personal.” sclc

Charles Steele, Luci Baines Johnson and Cathleen Steele at the 
SCLC 57th Annual Convention. Baines received the first Civil 
Rights Legacy Award in honor of her late father President Lyndon 
Johnson.

Mrs. Juanita Jones Abernathy
-Civil Rights Pioneer-

Member of the MARTA Board of Directors.

MARTA Salutes
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accomplishments, NGLC has done just that. Being the young-
est member of this nonviolent organization that thrives for so-
cial justice through means such as direct action, and community 
involvement, I have already learned so much from the group of 
leaders that bless NGLC with their presence. Even though this 
entity of SCLC is just starting to take ground and become in-
volved in rallies, conferences, and news reports, its potential is far 
from being full embodied. Nevertheless, the potential will soon 
become reality on a global stage, and I am more than ecstatic to 
encompass the excitement that I initially felt.”

Autumn Smith, a council member from Atlanta, says 
that “The SCLC’s Next Generation Leadership Council has giv-
en me a platform to lead the next generation into the new civil 
rights era we are in. It has given me the opportunity to make 
a movement with other leaders from across the country who are 
determined to change this world in a positive manner. I will be 
forever grateful to have been able to walk in the footsteps of Dr. 
King and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.” 

WE ARE SCLC Next Generation Leadership 
Council! sclc

AB O U T T H E AU T H O R S

XAVIER BEST is a graduate from Georgia Southern University where he 
earned a BS in mechanical engineering technology with a minor in writing. 
As a committed human rights activist, he served as Vice President of the 
Georgia Southern University Chapter of Amnesty International from 2010 
to 2012. His writings on US domestic and foreign policy has been published 
in such online media outlets as Truthout, Counterpunch, Muftah, and the 
International Political Forum. He also served as the membership chair of 
the Georgia Southern University National Society of Black Engineers from 
2010 to 2011. Xavier is currently co-chair of the SCLC Next Generation 
Leadership Council, a grassroots civil and human rights group for young 
adults dedicated to furthering the legacy of Dr. King and the generations 
of the past. Additionally, Xavier is a local organizer within the DeKalb 
County Coalition for Justice and Police Accountability, an array of civil and 
human rights organizations focused on instilling the values of transparen-
cy, accountability, and compassion in the local police department.  Xavi-
er believes that genuine collective progress is only possible through the 
concerted efforts of a people propelled forward by a universal desire for 
justice and lasting peace. CONTACT:  xavier.o.best@gmail.com

TAYLOR A. V. BULLS is a current student at Tuskegee University major-
ing in Nursing and a minor in Psychology.  She is involved in many orga-
nizations on campus such as The Georgia Club, the PreAlumni Council, 
and ARMED: Army ROTC Medical Club. Taylor is also an Army ROTC cadet. 
Taylor is currently the secretary of the SCLC Next Generation Leadership 
Council. Additionally, Taylor has become the Youth Ambassador for SCLC 
cause ‘Justice for Girls’. Taylor plans to commission as a 1st Lieutenant of 
the United States Army, she plans to continue her education by going 
to Medical school and becoming an OB/GYN while serving in the Unit-
ed States Army. I would love to work with women who share the same 
passion as I do which is the Health of the Total Woman. She is a native of 
Tuskegee, Alabama. CONTACT:  taylor.bulls@gmail.com

Continued from p.15.
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WASHINGTON—We stand here 
today with two missions—to cele-
brate the signing of the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act and to recommit ourselves 
to making sure that the victory won 50 
years ago will not be wiped away by a 
Supreme Court that has shown us su-
preme disrespect by gutting a key sec-
tion of the Voting Rights Act.

As you know, the court took a case 
from my home state—Alabama—to 
destroy the section of the voting law 
that says cities, counties and states 
with a documented history of discrim-
ination had to pre-clear any changes in 
their voting laws either with the U.S. 
Justice Department or a federal judge 
in Washington, D.C. The goal was to 
prevent these jurisdictions from dis-
criminating again.

What the Supreme Court did 
not emphasize was that any of these 

to keep us from exercising our right to 
vote by requiring us to pass trumped 
up literacy tests and guess how many 
bubbles are in a bar of soap.

We put up a fight then and we’re 
going to fight now.

Let’s be clear: We have a fight 
on our hands. But we’ve never backed 
down from a fight when our cause was 
just. Don’t get it twisted—we may be 
non-violent, but we are not non-think-
ing. Some of us were born at night—
but not last night.

For those who think we don’t 
have a fight on our hands, look at the 
numbers:

• Since the 2010 election, 21 
states have passed new laws 
making it harder to vote—
they are now cutting back on 
early voting and requiring 
certain types of voter ID. In 

jurisdictions could be exempted 
from that requirement upon proving 
that they no longer practiced racial 
discrimination.

So what’s the complaint?
We all know there was no le-

gitimate reason to knock down that 
provision of the law. The illegitimate 
reason for this action is that it’s all 
about politics. Not just politics – but 
politics where people figure if they can 
suppress 10 to 15 percent of the Black 
vote, they can steal an election.

Y’all stop me if I start lying.
Well, we’re here to tell them that 

we didn’t stand by and do nothing 50 
years ago and we’re not going to stand 
by now while you try to hijack our 
democracy.

This is nothing new. The people 
trying to hijack our democracy are the 
direct descendants of people who tried 

08/06/2015 
50th Anniversary of  the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965
at the MLK, Jr. Memorial 
on the National Mall

A SPEECH BY CHARLES STEELE, JR.
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Texas, for example, you can 
use your hunting license to 
vote, but not your college ID.

• In addition to new laws in 
those 21 states, there are 
113 bills pending in 33 
states that would make it 
harder to vote.

As you can see, this is no time to get 
comfortable. Yes, we have gone from 
less than 1,000 Black elected officials 
in 1965 to more than 10,000 now—
and we even have a Black president in 
the White House [pause]. Thanks to 
the Voting Rights Act.

But we are nowhere near reach-
ing the Promised Land that Dr. King 
talked about right here on the National 
Mall, a few hundred yards away from 
this spot.

Again, let’s do the math. Offi-
cially, we are 12.5 percent of the vot-
ing age population—12.5 percent. But 
only 10 percent of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, 8.5 percent of state 
legislatures, 5.7 percent of city coun-
cils and 2 percent of the U.S. Senate.

In the words of our co-founder, Dr. 
Martin King, Jr.: Where Do We Go 
From Here?

We have to fight on two fronts. 
First, we must tell members of Con-
gress to pass legislation co-authored by 
Rep. John Conyers that would restore 
the provision of the Voting Rights Act 
requiring cities and states with a his-
tory of discrimination to pre-clear any 
election changes in advance with the 
Justice Department or a federal judge. 
That’s not asking for anything new—
it’s returning what we already had that 
worked just fine for nearly 50 years.

Our other battle will take place 
when we go back home. We must stop 
these regressive state bills that block us 
from voting in their tracks.

We have one of the lowest voter 
turnouts in the world. We should be 
trying to figure out how to increase 
voter turnout, not reducing the low 
numbers we already have.

The United States ranks 120th—
with a voter turnout rate of 66.5 per-
cent. Australia, on the other and, has a 
turnout of 94.5 percent. Even so-called 

our young men receive their Selective 
Service Card in the mail at the age of 
18, let’s also include a voter registra-
tion card—if they are good enough 
to die for our country, they are good 
enough to vote for our leaders.

And, of course, we’ve got to stop 
penalizing ex-offenders after they have 
paid their debt to society. Let’s face 
it: 95 percent of all people who go to 
prison will get out at some point. We 
don’t reintegrate them into society by 
withholding their right to vote. We do 
them and ourselves a disservice by pre-
venting them from participating at the 
ballot box.

Finally, let’s not forget how we 
got to this point. Not only was blood 
shed on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in 
Selma, Alabama, some people actually 
gave their lives—including Jimmy Lee 
Jackson and Viola Liuzzo. Many more 
were beaten to the ground by Alabama 
State Troopers and some even run over 
by horses.

But they wouldn’t let nobody turn 
them around. And we ain’t gonna let 
nobody turn us around. sclc

Third World countries – Guyana, Be-
lize, Mozambique, Honduras and 
Uganda—have higher turnout rates 
than the United States [according to 
the Center for Voting and Democracy].

Instead of repressing the vote, we 
should be stimulating it. We should 
follow the lead of Oregon, which now 
automatically registers eligible citizens 
who have driver’s licenses. How hard 
can that be?

Several states—Florida, New 
Mexico and Oklahoma—now have 
online voter registration.  I am sure 
we’ll see voter participation in those 
states go up.

And how about this idea? When 

“But they wouldn’t 
let nobody turn 
them around. 

And we ain’t gonna 
let nobody turn 

us around.”

Charles Steele, Jr., 
Cathelean Steele 

and Martin Luther 
King, III in front of the 

Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Memorial on the 

National Mall.
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Ben Carson is what every black father 
wants his son to be: smart, successful, 
and historical. Ask the average father 
who he wants his son to grow up and 
be: basketball player or brain surgeon 
and most will say Brain surgeon-if 
they are good fathers. So how does an 
iconic figure who comes from poverty 
become a pariah to a people where 
success is constantly being  “kept from 
them”? He committed the cardinal sin 
of criticizing the black president. One 
speech.  One opinion.  One difference 
of opinion on policy and just like that 
he is a “buffoon. He is kicked out of 
the “beloved community”. The same 
fate became Tavis Smiley and Cornel 
West’s , one day they were heroes, the 
next they were “toms”.  All because 
they criticized the president.  So in 
effect, Carson’s  crime of being critical 
and disagreeing with the president 
has made him persona non grata in 
the black community. However this 
same community will now ask him as 
he runs for president: What will he do 
for black people if he wins? The same 
black community who idolized him 
for being a genius and now calls him 
names, asks him why he does not talk 

Faith: Bring prayer and the right 
to practice ones belief in the 
public square

This is what republican voters want. 
He is also not a politician. This is 
important as it speaks to the anger 
which is coming out of the base. 
Consider in 2008 conservatives 
woke up to a liberal president whose 
fundamental ideas were anathema to 
their own. Candidates ran in 2010 on 
fighting this president on everything. 
They picked up seats in the House and 
took over control of the House. They 
picked up seats in the Senate in 2014 
and gained control of it. All these gains  
with the votes of the more involved 
base and with a mandate to change 
Washington.  A mandate they, the 
candidates, themselves ran on. Now 
it’s 2015 and the 2016 campaign has 
started and the base feels, rightfully 
so, that they have been bamboozled. 
They have been lied to because none 
of what they asked for and voted for 
has been done. Not one thing.  So now 
here comes Carson. A respected brain 
surgeon whose positions were known 
in the party before his speech and 

to them about their issues? Why should 
he. You throw him out and when he 
runs for office,  you ask what he will 
do for you. It makes no sense and 
essentially answers the fundamental 
question: Why we are losing. We are 
losing because we are too emotional 
and not logical enough.

The black community does not 
ask President Obama what he will 
do for them and when someone does 
(Smiley and West) the answer from 
leadership is he is not the president of 
black people. How ridiculous is that? 
You vote for a candidate and ask for 
nothing and tell  another guy you hate 
him and will not vote for him but ask 
what he will do for you.

So the question becomes why 
is Carson rising in the polls on the 
republican side? The answer is simple: 
the ideas and solutions to the problems 
he has proposed resonate with the 
voters on that side:

Education: School Choice. Over-
turn Common Core and return 
education back to parents

Taxes: shrink them to a flat tax 
which benefits savers

BEN CARSON
Candidate for President

BY SHELLEY WYNTER

O P I N I O N

1.

2.

3.
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became more widely known after the speech saying what he 
will do and many believe him because he is an iconic figure 
whom every father wants his son to grow up to be.

The most insulting aspect of all this is to listen to the 
left say republicans support Carson so they can hide their 
racism. But will argue that they did NOT support Obama 
due his color. Crazy,  right? To think that supposed racists 
would hate one guy due to his race but love another guy to 
cover for their racist attitudes is so simplistic and wrong that 
it boggles the mind that people would even say it. But, it 
must be spread because leadership cannot have the black 
voter even taking a look at a republican candidate for it will 
mess up everything: the money, the prestige, the power.

Ben Carson is a viable candidate for the same reasons 
any other candidate for office is viable: his support comes 
from the voters and people who agree with him on issues 
that are important to them. sclc

SHELLEY WYNTER describes himself as a traditionalist and 
conservative who desperately wants his 
people to return to a time when morals, 
values, education and marriage were 
honored and cherished. He is a member of 
Sankofa United Church of Christ.  Wynter 
is also a member of The Georgia Black 
Republican Council and is managing 
partner of Phillips-Wynter Firm-a firm 
working to poll, message and drive turnout 

around issues and candidates. Wynter is married to the former 
Terica Moore. 
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Alabama – Where th e fi rst steps toward equality were taken.
This year marks the 50th anniversary of events that forever changed American history. In 1965, following 
actions that shocked the nation on Bloody Sunday, Martin Luther King Jr. successfully led marchers across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge out of Selma toward Montgomery. It was an act that, in part, encouraged President Johnson to call for the passage of 

the Voting Rights Act.

Today, you can walk in the footsteps of those who made history. Cross the historic bridge in 
Selma. Visit Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church where Dr. King organized the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott and launched the Civil Rights Movement. Then, head to the city 
where he wrote “Letter From Birmingham Jail” and tour the inspiring 16th Street Baptist 
Church and Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. 

Plan your trip and celebrate the Civil Rights 
Movement in heritage-rich Alabama.

16
  

ST
REET  B A PTI ST CH

U
R

C
Hth

16
  

ST
REET  B A PTI ST CH

U
R

C
Hth

ATD-1181.indd   1 3/25/15   4:20 PM


